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PRO EUROPE League 

The PRO EUROPE League (Liga PRO EUROPA) is one of the most well- 
known civic NGOs in Romania, founded in the Transylvanian town of Tîrgu-Mureş, 
on December 30, 1989, immediately after the fall of Ceauşescu’s dictatorial regime. 

The PEL has become respected due to its involvment in promoting human 
rights, pluralism and multicultural values. From the very begining of the transi- 
tion the PEL has played a significant role in the political reality of Romania, 
joining different civic movements and alliances committed to mobilize public 
opinion against the restauration of the former communist structures. In the spe- 
cific area of the multicultural society of Transylvania, the PEL has had a remarcable 
role in monitoring discriminatory policies against minorities and in promoting 
tolerance between Romanians and Hungarians, as a key issue for peace and demo- 
cratic progress in Central Europe. 

For more than six years, the PEL has organized an impressive number of 
workshops, seminars, round-table debates, summer camps, conflict resolution 
missions and meetings for teachers, local authorities, judges, prosecutors, stu- 
dents, local, political and civic leaders. 

The PEL is actively networking with other Romanian NGOs committed to 
rebuilding the civil society and collaborates with European and American insti- 
tutions and foundations. 

The PEL has over 500 members, is mainly based in the Transylvanian area, 
and has a branch in the town of Satu Mare. The PEL consists of five departments: 

• The Human Rights Office, monitoring mainly minority rights abuses; 
• The Center for Pluralism, promoting civic education at local and regional 

level; 
• The Intercultural Center, initiating research on multiculturalism and prac- 

tical approaches of this issue; it is also the department that publishes pro-democ- 
racy brochures, the PEL newsletter and the ALTERA quarterly. 

• The Women’s Group, aiming to promote women in the Romanian public 
life; 

• The Environmental Group, aiming to stimulate a responsible attitude to- 
wards environment. 

These departments aim to mobilise local public opinion and authorities for 
implementing democratic values. 

Between November 1991 and September 1993, the PEL edited the „Gazeta 
de Mureş” weekly, supporting democratic and pluralist ideas. 

The PEL is member of the Centers for Pluralism network (initiated by IDEE, 
Washington, DC), having permanent connections with other NGOs from the 
former communist block. 
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