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interrelated factors: the structure of elections and the constitutional weakness of the chief
executive.
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of the Banat region in Romania. The region formerly comprised an ethnic and religious
diversity unique in Europe, but the communist regime succeeded to wipe' out many of its
entities; on the other hand, present policies do not envisage the preservation of the diversity
the region may still hold, intercultural heritage resting therefore completely with the civil
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group psychology) and an approach of the different ways national specificity has been viewed



by Romanian intellectuals in this century.
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Hadareni in 1993, as well as the discriminatory course the official investigation took under
the pressure of certain political parties in power at the time. The case has reached court trial
only in 1997, after the democratic changes in Romania brought about by the 1996 political
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make sure an undiscriminatory court decision will be reached.
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Hungarians form compact homogeneous groups). The handbooks and curricula are not
oriented towards the acquisiton of everyday linguistical competence, neither are teachers
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recognized as a distinct ethnic group by the Balkan states where they live, the Aromanians
seem to be doomed to cultural extinction — their archaic, unique songs being just a piece of
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